











Alfred Burt (1920-1954)
Alfred Burt was born in Michigan in 1920, the son of an Episcopal
minister. Alfred was an accomplished musician and composer,
graduating from the University of Michigan in 1942. He spent most
of his life playing trumpet in bands and orchestras, but his greatest
legacy was the creation of the beloved “Alfred Burt Carols”.

In 1922, Alfred’s father, the Rev. Bates Burt began writing an
annual Christmas Carol and sending it out as his Christmas card.
After Alfred graduated from college, his father asked him to take
over as composer, and write the music for the family Christmas
card. From there the "Alfred Burt Carols" were born.

After his father’s death in 1948, Alfred and his wife Anne chose to
continue the family Christmas card tradition. Alfred asked an old
family friend and musician, Wihla Hutson, to assist with lyrics for
the annual Christmas card. The Burt-Hutson collaboration
continued until Alfred Burt's death in 1954.

Alfred’s Christmas card list grew from 50 to 450 people. But still,
the Alfred Burt Carols remained unknown outside the Burts'
growing mailing list. That changed in 1952 with the carol, "Come,
Dear Children". His jazz group performed it at the annual King
Sisters Christmas party. It proved to be a hit among the partygoers,
and served to introduce Burt's carols to Hollywood.

In 1952, Alfred was diagnosed with terminal lung cancer. He spent
his final months at home in California. When the president of
Columbia Records was informed of Burt's failing health, he
organized a project, assembling an all-star choir of Hollywood
singers to perform Burt's four-part harmonies. Recording sessions
for the older carols took place in late 1953 with Burt present to
conduct from his wheelchair. For the first time, Alfred knew his
carols were going to be recorded. Albert finished the last of his
carols, "The Star Carol", on February 5, 1954. Less than 2 days later,
he died. Twelve of Burt's carols were released in time for the
holiday season of 1954 on an album called The Christmas Mood,
Columbia Records.

Alfred Burt's full complement of 15 carols were made famous in
1964 by the Voices of Jimmy Joyce and have been recorded by
artists all over the world, including Peggy Lee, Nat King Cole, Frank
Sinatra, Simon & Garfunkel and James Taylor. John Williams wrote
two medleys of Alfred Burt's works for the Boston Pops Orchestra.





















Thanks Again to our 8pring Donors!

The Yuba Sutter Master Chorale is very grateful to the
dedicated Arts patrons who financially support our
organization and the Arts throughout our community.

Impresario - $1,000 & above
Sara Jo Lemoine

Benefactor - $250 to $500
John and Mabel Donovan
Ted and Jeanenne Gingrich

Stirnaman Insurance

Supporter - $100 to $249

Clint and Jean Andreasen Robert and Jeanne McClard
Linda Elrod Shannon Newlove Family
Hilbers, Inc John and Betsy Olivera

Karl Hill Miriam Root
Neil and Vivian Hoffart Corinne Schwartz
Lelah Holmes Sara |. Sealander
Helen Jackson Dave and Nancy Summy

John and Karen Trefzger
Van Den Heuvel & Van Den Heuvel, Inc.

Friend - $25 to $99

Tony and Diane Bevaqua Barbara McCarty
David and Susan Dunlop Claire J.Poole
Jerry and Lisa Gross Poole's Jewelers, Inc
William Honsinger Joan and Sandy Saunders
Tony and Joan Kurlan Roberta Shurtz
Steve and Janice Marshall Thomas and Jolyne Williams
Keith and Jeanie McAfee Rose Marie Wood

A 8pecial Thank You to
our Community Partners

8tarbucks Corporation, Dickies Barbeque Pit,
The Cookie Tree
who have contributed delicious Desserts and Coffee


















