
Season 

                             
 

 
 
 
 

 

                
           

 
 
 

                       
                       River City Chorale 

                               Christmas 2014 

 

  

 

  ' Tis  The 



  

 
 

 

 

 

Directed by Richard Morrissey 

Accompanist, Kathy Earl 

 

FEATURING  

 River City Chamber Choir 

River City Orchestra 
Also 

Bel Tempo Handbells 

Directed by Mary Balkow 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Friday, December 5,  7:30 p.m. 

Christ Community Church 

5025 Manzanita Ave., Carmichael 

 

Saturday, December 6,  7:30 p.m. 

Faith Presbyterian Church 

625 Florin Road, Sacramento 

 

Sunday, December 7,  4:00 p.m. 

First Baptist Church  

4401 San Juan Ave.,  Fair Oaks  
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PROGRAM ADVERTISING SPONSORS 
The River City Chorale appreciates these advertisers  

    who have generously supported our concert season. 
                       
                   Aladdin Limosine & Sedan Service 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Ameritas Investment Corp. 
John T. Carson, DDS, MS 

S. Curtis Fine Jewelry 
CWT Vacations 

Joseph de Illy, Attorney 
Dentistry of East Sacramento 

Richard DeTrano, DDS 
Dignity Health  

 
Eye Site Vision Care 

Franklin’s Family Auto Care 
Lana Fuller, Hair Stylist 

Hoshall’s Salon and Spa 
Kline Music 

Mosaic Salon 
Brett Peterson, DDS 

Marty Peterson, Travel Agent 
Private Piano Instruction 

 
Brad Rasor, Financial Advisor 

Kirk Rahe Hair Design 
Results Real Estate 

Serenity Spa 
Ron Sims Construction Services 

Skip’s Music 
Kris Tague, Band Instrument Repair 

Tim’s Music 
Linda J. Vail, CPA 

Michael Yee, State Farm Insurance 
 

 

To place an ad in our programs, please call 916-967-9221 

or go to RiverCityChorale.org/advertise. 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Director’s Notes 
Welcome to our 2014 holiday concert. We have 
a wonderful,  varied program to offer you.  Our  
featured  work is three movements  from a very 
exciting "Magnificat"  by the well-known  British  
composer,  John  Rutter.  The  complete   work 
contains  seven  movements   and  is  over  45  
minutes  long.  We are performing  movements 
1, 2 and 7 on this program. 
 
We have also expanded our musical horizons a bit this year to 
bring you Christmas carols from some other countries.  We have 
a French carol, three short Slovakian carols and a very unique 
carol from Africa.  
 
Our program is rounded out by a silly version of "Deck the Halls", 
two unfamiliar carols and two different versions of "Joy to the 
World"; one that we invite you to sing with us. 
 
If you enjoy the sound of English handbells, you will love 
watching and listening to Bel Tempo Handbells under the 
direction of Mary Balkow 
 
So, sit back, relax and enjoy the sounds of the coming holidays.  
After all, 'Tis the Season! 

 

  Richard Morrissey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  

 

                            Marty Peterson 
                                  Experienced Travel  Agent 
                                                             (916) 947-4882 
                                             travelwithmarty@att.net 

 

                

 

Cruises Etcetera 
A Complete Travel Agency 

6921 Greenback Lane 

 Citrus Heights 95621                

 (916) 721-9202 

   (Between Dewey and San Juan) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 



 
SOPRANO 

Pam Adcock 
Patty Budding 
Meg Burnett 
Diana Cossey 
Rosemarie Felver 
Pat Junod 
Lynn Lively 
Beth Messina 
Pam Mitchell 
Cathy Nickeson 
Barbara Olney 
Marty Peterson 
Michelle Telles 
Alice Worsley 
 
TENOR 

Franklin Munroe 
Stan Muther 
Vera Refnes 
Diane Salter 
Gary Varney 
Guy Warren 
Sandi Warren 

 
ALTO 

Anne  Adrian 
Carol Ann Baltzell 
Christina Chappell 
Gail Cornelius 
Beth DePuy 
Pat Edmonds 
Carol Eikelmann 
Brenda Drumm Kidd 
Marilyn Kinikin 
Kelley Lints 
Adrian Mora 
Dorothy Ritter 
Sharlene St. Clair 
Barbara Washington 
Lois Wright 
Sara Zeigler 
 
BASS 

Joe de Illy 
Jim Eckerman 
Ken Eikelmann 
Paul Johnson 
Jerrold Jones 
Clyde Kidd 
John Krilanovich 
Paul Peterson 
Jerry Powell 
Bruce Reeves 
R. Wayne Stacks 
Byron Tucker 
 

       Assistant Director, Vera Refnes 

  Assistant Accompanist, Steve Pierce 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                    

Section Leaders 
Pat Junod, Soprano 
Sharlene St. Clair, Alto 
Vera Refnes, Tenor   
Paul Peterson, Bass   

 

River City Chorale Members 
Kathy Earl, Accompanist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

River City Chorale Members 
Kathy Earl, Accompanist 



Would You Like to Sing With Us?  
 

Auditions for experienced choral singers 
are held on a regular basis. 

Call 916-489-7248 for information. 
 

About the Chorale 
The 60-voice River City Chorale has been bringing choral music 
to the Sacramento area since 1977 singing a wide variety of 
music, from the classics to the contemporary. Richard Morrissey 
is the fourth director of the chorale, following the earlier leadership 
of Jack Carey, Walter Kerfoot and Mel Olson. 
 
The Chorale is non-profit and is supported by its members, 
advertisers, ticket sales, special performances, fund-raising 
activities and the generosity of donors. In addition to 
performances  in December, March and May each year, there 
have been nine international concert tours, including a river cruise 
in Europe this past summer. Three CDs have been produced: “At 
Christmas Be Merry”, “25th Anniversary Concert” and “Gloria”.  
 
Membership in the chorale is open to experienced choral singers, 
subject to audition and the needs of each voice section. Members 
come from as far away as Yuba City and Elk Grove. 
 
The chorale and the chamber choir welcome invitations to 
perform for special events,  from charity galas to private 
celebrations.  For information call 916-967-9221.   
 
To place an ad in our programs  or  to make a  tax-deductible  
donation, call  916-483-3311.   

 
For more information about the chorale or to purchase tickets:       

rivercitychorale.org or call 916-331-5810 
Find us on Facebook as River City Chorale 

 
 SEASON TICKETS WILL SAVE YOU 20% 

   
 

 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

The Handbell Ringers 

 

Bel Tempo Handbells 

Mary Balkow, Director 
                  
       Mary Balkow  has  directed   handbells  for  over  20  years and 

 currently   directs  a  bell   choir  at   Northminster   Presbyterian  
  Church, as well as the community-based Bel Tempo Handbells. 
She has directed Bel Tempo on seven international tours.   
       
Mary is the Founding Director and Dean of the annual Handbell 
Conference at  Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center, 
and frequently serves as clinician and director for many 
workshops and conferences across the country.  She also 
arranges many of the songs performed by  Bel Tempo. 
       
Mary received her Master of Arts degree from California State 
University in Sacramento, where she taught Voice, Choral 
Direction, Music for Children, and Handbells.  In 1977 Mary and 
her husband Bob organized the River City Chorale. 
                                    

 

        
        Carol Ann Baltzell 

   Ken Collins 
   Glen Cunningham 
   Lynne Cunningham 
   Debra Davis 
   Nadene Donner 
   Jennifer Drury 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Victoria Powers 
        Vera Refnes 
         Tammy Sigl 
   Carol Stanhope 
    Jennifer Taylor 

     Margaret Taylor 
      Alice Worsley 



 
KRIS TAGUE 

 

7871 Greenback Lane, Citrus Heights, CA 95610 
916.202.1632   kris@playtague.com   www.playtague.com 

 
Serving the Sacramento and Surrounding areas for over 20 

years 

with quality repairs, fair prices and integrity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

River City Orchestra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Violin 1 

Ellen Cochran 

Susan Denny 

 

Violin 11 

Judith Bromley 

Sue Dings 

 

Viola 

Kathy Wright 

Michael Frost 

 

Cello 

Alan Clark 

 

Bass 

David Rees 

 

Flute 

Vicki Schaevitz 

 

Oboe 

Laura Harrington 

 

Clarinet 

Doug Hoffman 

 

Bassoon 

Taylor Haugland 

 

Trumpet 

Victor Pietrzak 

Bob Bachus 

 

Horn 

Chris Jones 

 

Trombone 

Walter Johnson 

 

Percussion 

Jim Nakayama 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

River City Chamber Choir 
  

 

 
Tenor 

Stan Muther 

Vera Refnes 

Gary Varney 

Sandi Warren  
 

 
Bass 
Joe de Illy 

Jim Eckermann 

Ken Eikelmann 

Jerrold  Jones 

Clyde Kidd 

Paul Peterson 

Soprano 
Diana Cossey 

Rosemarie Felver 

Beth Messina 

Pam Mitchell 

Marty Peterson 

Alto 
Christina Chappell 

Gail Cornelius 

Beth DePuy 

Brenda Drumm Kidd 

Sharlene St. Clair 
 



 

 

 

 
 

        
'Tis  The Season 

 

Richard Morrissey, Director 
 Kathy Earl, Accompanist 

 
 
 
River City Chorale      
Sing We Now of Christmas  Arr. Richard  Morrissey 
 
Magnificat John Rutter  
     Magnificat           
     Of a Rose 
     Gloria Patri  

Beth Messina, Soprano 
 
Three Slovak Carols Arr. Richard Kountz  
    Alleluia, Jesus is Born 
    Come Ye All to Bethlehem 
    On This Holy Christmas Morn 
 
The Friendly Beasts Arr. Richard Morrissey 
 
Il est Ne le Divin Enfant French Traditional Carol 
 
Fa-La-La Arr. Chuck Bridwell  
 

 
 

Intermission 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Bel Tempo Handbells 

Mary Balkow, Director 

 
Coventry Carol Arr. Cynthia Dobrinski 
 
Go Tell It On the Mountain Arr. Duncan 
 
Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming Arr. Dobrinski 

Ellen Cochran, Violin 
Celebratio Stephenson 

    Glen Cunningham, Marimba        Ken Collins, Bongos 
 

 
River City Chamber Choir 
Gloria in Excelsis Deo Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
Mary, Did You Know? Arr. Fred Bock 
 
Ding-a-Ding-a-Ding Greg Gilpin 
 
River City Chorale 
Betelehemu Arr. Jonathan Crutchfield 

Dianna Cossey, Soprano 
 
Birthday Carol David Willcocks 
   
Joy to the World Lloyd Larson 
 
Christmas Joy - Audience Carols Arr. Morrissey  
     Joy to the World! 
     I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 
     Jingle Bells 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Please 
Silence all electronic technology 

                 No flash photography   



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
               
       
        
                

 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 



 
 



 

 
                                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

       MOSAIC 
   S A L O N 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Lynde Maffei 
 

916.558.2700 
wwwMosaicSalon.com 

 
2212 K Street 

Sacramento, CA 95816 
 

HAIR, FACE, BODY 

 



Donations to River City Chorale 
   We gratefully acknowledge these individuals and businesses  

whose generous gifts have helped us 
continue our musical performances. 

             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsor                      $100 - 249 
Dorothy Alden 
Meg Burnett 
Jim & Pam Eckerman 
Ken & Carol Eikelmann 
Lewis Fellows 
Allan Hida 
Penny Hill 
Clyde & Brenda Kidd 
Nancy & Herm Meyer 
Robert Midgley 

Cathy & Norm Nickeson 
Wil Nuckolls  
Paul Olmstead 
Hariett Orchard 
Steven C. Ott, DDS 
Jerry & Marie Powell 
Phil & Vera Refnes 
Drs. John & Trudy Schafer 
Wayne Watanabe 
Donald Whalen 
Dorothy & Jim Woodstrom 

Donor                            $50 - 99 
Patty Budding 
Frances Cunningham 
Leslie Dunsworth 
Joan Eddy 
Georgia Foote 
Dennis Greenbaum 
Melanie Guzzetta 
Dan Hall 
William Honsinger 
Rick Kallett 
Tim Kellogg Piano Services 
Amy Kuo 

 
Tony & Joyce Mihanovich 
Franklin & Lynette Munroe 
Stan & Kay Muther 
Harriett Orchard 
Mike Pulido 
James & Florine Rae 
Bruce F. Reeves 
Al Rice 
Diane Salter 
Sharlene & Joe St. Clair 
Jan & Dan Tankersley  
Tim Vas Dias 
Helen Zinn 
 

 

 Conductor’s Circle     $1,000 and above 
 The Rufie Pease Memorial  Foundation    

 

Benefactor                  $500 - $999 
    Forrest & Pat Junod 

 

Patron                         $250 - $499 
Nancy Breaks 
Joe de Illy 
Eloise Foley in memory of Don  Foley 

 
 

Barbara Nyden 
Roger & Ella Warloe 
Lois Wright 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Friend                                  Up to $49 

Gloria Ackerman 
Anita Adams 
Evelyn Agaskar 
Julia Anderson 
Rejean Anderson 
Sue Arwood 
Christine Boyd 
Amy Brideson 
Janice Chung 
Bob Cole 
Dolores Cross 
Jean Dean 
Pat Edmonds 
Jim Gentry 
GeorgAnna Griffin 
Diane Hansen 
Myrna Jackson 
Katherine Jensen 
Paul Joy 
Bruce & Peggy Kennedy 
John & Barbara Firebaugh-Horikoshi 
Fritz & Nancy Zschietzschmann 

 

 

 
Linda Klein 
Judy Lane 
Nancy Lichman 
Betty Masuoka 
Ken Miller & Enid Morris 
Jane Mouton 
Randy Neblett 
Ha Nguyen 
Bill Nyden 
Howard & Dixie Owens 
Mary Palley 
Adaire Palm 
David Paul 
Nancy Reid 
Rocio Reyes 
Dorothy Ritter 
Joan Rubenson 
Pat Skeels 
RuthAnn Takemoto 
David Warren 
Mary Williams 
 
 

To make a tax-deductible donation 
to River City Chorale - please call (916) 483-3311 

or go to RiverCityChorale.org/support us. 

 



Richard Morrissey,  Artistic Director 
Richard Morrissey was  awarded  a  Bachelor of Arts  
degree  from  California  State University  Chico and  
has completed graduate level courses at Chico State,  
CSU  Sacramento, University of  Portland  and  CSU  
Humboldt.  He has also  studied  at  Occidental  College  in  Los 
Angeles under Dr. Howard Swan. 
    
He served as conductor and musical director of the Yuba-Sutter 
Oratorio Society Chorus and the Yuba-Sutter Symphony 
Orchestra for 25 years. He taught band, orchestra and theatre 
arts at Yuba City High School and served as District Supervisor 
of Performing  Arts for the Yuba City Unified School District for 
36 years. He has conducted choral concerts in many of the 
larger cities of Europe, in Canada and Brazil. 
       
Richard has composed and arranged over 75 works for choir 
and orchestra, eleven of which have been published.  He has 
been a member of the River City Chorale since 1996. He served 
as interim director during the Chorale’s 2001 European tour and 
was elected permanent director in November of that year.  His 
hobbies include raising bonsai trees and bicycling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BRAD RASOR 
Personal Financial Advisor 

Phone (916) 669-1693                             2339 Gold Meadow Way 
Fax (916-669-1787                                      Gold River, CA 95670 
                        Brasor@FiscalFitnessFinancial.com 
 

Investment Advisor Rep with, securities and investment advisory services 
 offered through Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc.  

Member FINRA, SIPC, and a Registered Investment Advisor 
 

 Kathleen Earl, Accompanist 
Born and reared in nearby Stockton, Kathy has 
been active in music almost since birth, including 
private lessons on piano, violin and voice.  She also 
sang in church choirs, participated in every school 
musical group offered and played in the local youth symphony and  
the Stockton Symphony.  She obtained her BA degree in music 
(piano) at Sacramento State University. 
 
Kathy was a public school teacher for 25 years, the last ten years 
as a high school music, photography and theater instructor.  She 
was accompanist, and then became assistant conductor of the 
Stockton Chorale.  She also conducted the Stockton Youth 
Chorale.  She founded  the Delta Valley Young Singers and the 
Delta Valley Women's Chorus in Stockton. 
 
Taking courses toward a choral conducting masters degree at San 
Jose State University, she had to retire from conducting and 
teaching due to an unusual hearing disability.  She went back to 
San Jose State for a different masters degree (MLIS) and is now a 
librarian   working  for   Los Rios Community College   District   as a 
cataloger. Between rehearsals and working, Kathy enjoys her two 
granddaughters, reading, gardening, traveling, photography, and 
her cats. 

 
 

 
 FISCAL  FITNESS 
Financial & Insurance Services 



        
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KIRK RAHE 
Encore Hair Designs 

Complimentary Consultations 
 

Bring in a River City Chorale program and receive a 

20% first time discount 

 

4840 Folsom Blvd. 

(916) 459-9566 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Director’s Advisory Group  
           Pat Junod                Soprano Section Leader 
           Sharlene St. Clair     Alto Section Leader 
           Vera Refnes              Tenor Section Leader  
           Paul Peterson            Bass Section Leader 
           Kathy Earl          Member-at-large 
           Diana Cossey      Member-at-large  
           Meg Burnett            Board President   
 

River City Chorale Board of Directors 
President             Meg Burnett                                                             

           Vice President           Lois Wright     
           Secretary                 Diane Salter                          
           Treasurer             Cathy Nickeson           
           Member-at-large          Rosemarie Felver 
           Member-at-large          Gary Varney              
           Member-at-large          Jerry Powell 
 

Standing Committee Chairpersons 
           Cabaret    Pam Adcock 
           Concert Personnel    Pam Adcock 
           Concert Setup         Joe de Illy 
           Costumes                 Marty Peterson 
           Flyer Design             Dorothy Ritter 
           Flyer Distribution     Gary Varney 
           Historian Anne Adrian  
           Music Library           Carol Ann Baltzell 
 Newsletter                 Jerry Powell 
           Programs                     Dorothy Ritter 
           Publicity                       Meg Burnett 
           Recruitment Sandi Warren 
           Refreshments              Barbara Washington 

Social Events Rosemarie Felver 
Special Events            Stan Muther  

           Ticket Sales                 Beth DePuy 
 Ways and Means        Lois Wright 
Webmaster                                                                                    Jerrold Jones                                                                        
Website Liaison Diane Salter              

 



 

 

SERBIAN CHURCH HALL - FAIR OAKS 
Saturday, March 7 and Sunday, March 8 

2:00 and 4:30 pm 
$25.00 

Reservations:  rivercitychorale.org or 916-331-5810 

 

 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RIVER CITY CHORALE'S CABARET 



AUDIENCE CAROLS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOY TO THE WORLD 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her king. 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heav'n and nature sing,  
And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n and heaven and nature sing. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love, 

and wonders, wonders of His love. 
 
 

 I HEARD THE BELLS  

 
I heard the bells on Christmas day 

their old familiar carols play, 
And wild and sweet the words repeat  
Of peace on earth good will to men 

 
I thought how as the day had come, 

The belfries of all Christendom  
Had roll'd along th'un broken song 

Of peace on earth good will to men. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

JINGLE BELLS 

 
Dashing through the snow in a one-horse open sleigh, 

O'er the fields we go laughing all the way; 
Bells on bobtail ring making spirits bright; 

What fun it is to ride and sing a sleighing song tonight! 
 

Oh! Jingle Bells!  Jingle Bells!  Jingle all the way. 
 Oh, what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh! 

Jingle Bells!  Jingle Bells!  Jingle all the way. 
 Oh, what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh. 

 
A day or two ago I thought I'd take a ride, 

soon Miss Fannie Bright was seated by my side. 
The horse was lean and lank, misfortune seem'd his lot  

He got into a drifted bank, And we, we got upsot. 
 

Oh, Jingle Bells!  Jingle Bells!  Jingle all the way. 
 Oh, what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh! 

Jingle Bells!  Jingle Bells!  Jingle all the way. 
 Oh, what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh! 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the area’s foremost corporate transportation company 
 for over 18 years,  

our clients always enjoy the finest, most reliable  
 on time service the Sacramento Valley can offer. 

Sacramento’s #1 Service 
 

Aladdin Limousine  
        and Sedan Service 

www.AlddnLimo.com 

916-786-2545  


