


A Note From The Director

“Oh the thinks you can think!”

Most of us grew up with at least some exposure to Dr. Seuss books. I know I did!
My dad would read to us every night. One of my very favorite books was “Horton
Hatches the Egg.” I requested he read it to us so often that I memorized every word
of it. At eight years old, I recited the entire book to my third grade class.

Recently, my children tested me on the same book, withoutletting me look at it first.
‘While I did not own every word, most of it was still there. And, it’s been a really,
really long time since I was in third grade! Dr. Seuss sticks with you!

Seussical opened on Broadway in 2000. Most of the Seussical script comes directly
from his books. Verbatim! The plot is a combination of many of Dr. Seuss’s most
famous books, and eighteen of them are represented in Seussical. The Cat in the
Hat was played by a wide variety of actors including Eric Idle, Rosie O'Donnell,
and Cathy Rigby. Ironically, The Lorax is the only character to be removed from the
show. He was in the first “tryout” version of the show, but did not make it into the
final script!

Doctor Seuss (Theodor Seuss Geisel) published 46 children’s books. He made a
point of not beginning the writing of his stories with a moral in mind stating, “Kids
can see a moral coming a mile off.” Instead, he wrote about issues knowing that,
“There’s an inherent moral in any story.” He showed us that doing what is right,
looking out for both our world and other people, standing up for what we believe,
and thinking for ourselves, are always the best choices.

Dr. Seuss’s professional honors include two Academy Awards, two Emmy Awards,
a Peabody Award, the Laura Ingalls Wilder Medal, three Caldecott Honor Medals,
seven honorary doctorates, a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, and the Pulitzer
Prize. Serious stuff for writing about a Cat in a Hat!

This is the third time EDMT has produced Seussical. The first was in 2006, then 2012.
We have twelve returning cast members from the 2012 version, and one that has
done all three! They have gone from being Whos, Cadets, and a Wickersham in ‘12,
to being Bird Girls, Gertrude, Sour Kangaroo, Horton, and The Cat this time around.
Watching the growth that allows that kind of transition is truly an enormous gift in
my life.

Thank you to our staff, cast, design team, parents, and everyone who is willing to
play! We take our play seriously around here because that way, the payoff is so
much more fun! And, as Dr. Seuss said, “Fun is good.” You are a remarkable group of
people, and I am grateful for all of you.

So, here’s to fun, doing what's right, thinking great thinks, and creating our own
Solla Sollew. Thank you for joining us.

~Debbie Wilson
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Staff Biographies

Debbie Wilson opirecror

One of the founders of EDMT, Debbie has been the artistic director for eighteen
years, and has led EDMT to become one of the premier musical theatre companies
for youth in the Western United States. She has further helped performers obtain
crucial skills by founding EDMT's Performing Arts Institute in 2003.

While musical theater is Debbie’s first love, she has wide-ranging experience
including large-scale choreography for events ranging from the Olympics and
Superbowl to the World Cup, Pro Bowl, and San Francisco Black and White Balls.

In theater, she has performed in, directed and/or choreographed hundreds of
productions including: 42nd Street, Pippin, Oklahoma!, Thoroughly Modern Millie,
Peter Pan, Seven Brides for Seven Brothers, West Side Story, Chicago, Follies, Les
Misérables, A Chorus Line, Hairspray, and Anything Goes with Chita Rivera.

Debbie is the recipient of sixteen regional theatre awards for choreography,
direction, and performance. She has been honored by the Interfaith Bureau of
Sacramento and the California Assembly for her work with young people.

Her students have gone on to perform on Broadway, in national tours, in international
concert tap companies, modern dance companies, on cruise ships, and in TV and film.

Debbie taught for American Musical Theater of San Jose and was dance chairperson
for the professional training and summer youth programs for twenty years. She
also headed the dance department at Lincoln High Performing Arts Magnet. She
has taught for many prestigious youth organizations and has been recognized
repeatedly for her excellence and contributions to youth.

Debbie is proud to be a founder of El Dorado Musical Theatre and its artistic director.
She lives in El Dorado Hills with her daughter Anjie Rose and her son Zachary.

Anjie Rose Wilson cnoreocrapHer

Anjie went to her first EDMT rehearsal the day after she turned six and this year
marks her 18th year with EDMT. Dedicated to dance, Anjie Rose Wilson has studied
jazz, tap, ballet, hip-hop, and lyrical styles for over seventeen years.

She has been on staff for EDMT's training shows for ten years; starting as the
assistant choreographer, and later becoming the programs’s primary chorcographer.
Anjie has been apprenticing for years as the assistant choreographer and associate
choreographer for almost twenty EDMT Main Stage, Rising Star, and Encore
productions as well as for High Voltage. Disney’s The Little Mermaid marks the fitth
EDMT Main Stage production she has choreographed.

Anjie has been an instructor for EDMT's Performing Arts Institute since 2012 and
she teaches a range of classes starting with four- to six-year-olds through the older
teens. Her classes challenge even the more seasoned performers and the fittest
young dancers. Some might refer to her classes as “dance boot camp.” She has gone
to New York City to participate in the audition-only Rockette Summer Intcnsive
for four years. Starting from it's inception, Anjie spent eight years as a membcer of
El Dorado Musical Theatre’s Tour Group, High Voltage, and now co-chorcographs
their shows.

Anjie has been in 50 EDMT productions in roles such as Dolly Levi/Hello, Dolly!,
Morticia Addams/The Addams Family, Sharpay Evans/Disney’s High School Musical,
and Mrs. Meers/Thoroughly Modern Millie.
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Special Thanks

Seussical The Musical would not be possible without the help of many people who devoted
countless hours to making this show a success and a wonderful opportunity for these talented
casts. Behind the scenes, there are numerous parents that have been so devoted, performers who
have worked so hard, and many others who have been supportive. Thank you for all your effort

and commitment. Your dedication is invaluable!

Sponsorships are the foundation upon which a show can be produced and we give a heartfelt thanks to
our superb high dollar business sponsors including, Parker Development Company. Your support is

very much appreciated!

Thank you Debbie Wilson, Anjie Rose Wilson,
and Jennifer Wittmayer.. WHAT a wonderful
adventure WHOVILLE has been. The amazing
direction, choreography and musicality is
aMAYZIng.

Thank you to Ryan Van Overeem for your
constant guidance and assistance.

Sarah Waymire...WHAT can 1 say? WHO better
could I have asked for? Sarah, 1 appreciate your
diligence and detailedness immensely! I am so
grateful to have you by my side always! xo

Anjie Rose...shout out to you for your AMAZING
social media marketing! Your skills are on point
and social media would not be the same without
your dedicated posts, videos (and thank you,
Ryan!), and amazing content!

Danicelle Levy, what an absolutely wonderful
addition you are to EDMT. I cannot say enough
how thrilled T am to be working with you. Thank
you for your constant support.

Neda Gallagher, thanks for everything you do to
help keep things organized.

A HUGE thank you to Goga Moore, our Stage
Manager. Where would we be without you? Our
backstage is complete with you! Thank you also
to your Assistant Stage Manager, Steve Waymire
and stage crew, Nick Ribadeneira, Zach Wilson,
Dan Weaver, Trevor Harding, JT Toney, and
Ted Granier for all your assistance with tech,
lighting, sound, projections, music, etc..| We arc
thankful to have you all do what you do!

Much thanks to Keith Richardson for his insane
set building skills! And thank you to Zach
Wilson, for your spot-on ideas and creations!

Endless thank yous to our Costume Designer,
Karen McConnell and her assistant Carmen
Cornejo as well as the amazing costume and
wig team. The costumes are amazingly perfect!
You have outdone yourselves on creativity!

Thank you Sue Baciocco and your prop team ...
your prop ideas and creations never disappoint.
Thank you for all of your time and dedication!

Chris Hobbs and Terri Sykes, thank you for
always being the most organized and detailed
managers! We always know you will be on your
feet and making things backstage the most
efficient!

So much thanks to Tristan L’Engle, Lisa
Androvich, and Crystal Freitas for taking
charge of those behind the scenes roles. You are
remarkable!

Thank you to the Harris Center and in particular
David Pier, Dave Webb, Matt Walsh, Sandy

Sloan, Linda Stack, Eduardo Garza, Jacob
Cantu, and Lisa Burrage. We love performing at
Harris Center!

Thank you so much to Ryan Van Overeem for
taking our head shots, cast photos, promo shots,
and personal ad shots. Much thanks always to
Dustin Hormel for our cast photo CD shots and
brilliant live shots!

Much thanks to Chuck Knoble/Lighting
Unlimited for use of his truck. We are glad to
have your support!

Thank you Abby Schneider for again
coordinating our photo CDs...we absolutely
appreciate it.

Thank you to Chris Schlagel for being our
accompanist for auditions and callbacks!

Thank you to Diane at Gold Nugget Promotions
for producing our show ornaments and mugs.

Great thanks to Carolyn McKenzie for the use of
your choir risers for our cast photos. We greatly
appreciate it. Thank you to The Stockbridges for
transporting and setting up the risers!

Thanks to the Levy Family for the use of their
display board as always!

Special thanks also to:

Christine Martorana

Anna Silva, Capital Costumes

Georgette Kearsing, River City Theater
Company

Dick Frantzreb, Placer Performance Calendar
Jana Rossi, Mimi Escabar, and Noel Stack,
Village Life/Mountain Democrat

Rachel Zirin, Folsom Telegraph/Folsom
Entertainer

Eva Dunn and Ken Kiunke, Gold Country
Media Living

IMAX Theatre in Sacramento and Doug Link
Steve’s Pizza, E1 Dorado Hills

Kellie Melby and Humberto Martinez,
Commerce Printing Sacramento

American Logowear

Much love and gratitude to my amazing family....
Marcus and Jordan!

Although space precludes our ability to mention
everyone by name, behind the scenes there is a
virtual army of parents who deserve to take a
bow alongside their performing children and
many others in this community who have done a
tremendous amount of work to bring this show
to life. We wholeheartedly thank them for their
hard work and support of this production.

Alicia Soto, Producer
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